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Her suspicions, having flamed up in this unex-
pected manner, sank down again, and, after a slight
scene with Essex, she finally signed his appointment
as Lord Deputy. He departed at the end of March,
passing through the streets of London amid the
acclamations of the citizens. In the popular ex-
pectation, all would be well in Ireland, now that the
Protestant Earl had gone there to put things to
rights. But, at Court, there were those whose view
of the future was different. Among them was
Bacon. He had followed the fluctuations of the
Irish appointment with interest and astonishment.
Was it really possible that, with his eyes open, that
rash man had fallen into such a trap ? When he
found that it was indeed the case, and that Essex was
actually going, he wrote him a quiet, encouraging
letter, giving no expression to his fears or his doubts.
There was nothing else to be done; the very inten-
sity of his private conviction made a warning useless
and impossible. " I did as plainly see," he after-
wards wrote, " his overthrow chained, as it were, by
destiny to that journey as it is possible for a man to
ground a judgment upon future contingents."